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Anand Jon:

art is his passion,
fashion is his game

by LINDA PLIAGAS

Anand Jon is not certain he wants to be a fashion
designer. The Giorgio Armani-sponsored 26-year-old In-
dian-turned-New Yorker may get rave reviews for his eclec-
tic mix of western glam and eastern mystique, but for him
developing clothes is merely one aspect of his creative ex-
pression.

"It’s a good gig," he jokingly says about his current
occupation, which he describes as, "My school project gone
haywire."

Well he may not be sure of his trade, but everyone
is certainly sure of his talent. In but a few short years -- four
to be exact -- Jon has stirred up the type of media attention
publicist kill for and the kind of retail space normally re-
served for fashion heavy-weights. His clothing was described
as "functional luxury" by Women’s Wear Daily, the
industry’s must-read trade publication; and, his designs were
chosen as one of the top 12 new fashion brands in the world
by InStyle Europe last year. His creations have graced the
bodies of celebrities, socialites, corporate icons and royalty.

When asked to describe his style, the ever-cunning
Jon remarks: "I don’t, I let other people describe it for me."
He does however state that his garments have a "real-world
application." And in an industry where many creative minds
forget about the functional aspect of fashion that in itself is
a refreshing trait.

Jon grew up in Kerala and was raised by artistic
and entreprencurial women who encouraged him to express
himself creatively in a variety of ways. Their only instruc-
tion was that he not get boxed in and allow "the medium to
control the message." Through the guidance of Jon’s mother,
Shashi Abraham, and grandmother, Ammini Abraham, he
became a well-rounded artist by a young age.

"I never separated the medium from the concept.
When you have ideas you express them. You may choose to
express them through music, through painting, through
sculpture...different mediums. But the idea is the idea," he
remarks.

Even though artistic expression was his main fo-
cus, it became clear that Jon gravitated toward the esthetics
of the human form. "I’ve always been fascinated by the
human body and over a period it made sense that I natu-
rally gravitate towards the business of fashion, which is a
marriage of fabric, medal and flesh," he says.

He arrived in the United States at age 16 . His mis-
sion (besides "to take over one part of the world," as he now
jests) was to study at the Art Institute of Fort Lauderdale,
which he attended on scholarship. Looking back he claims
that his transition to America "logically made no sense." But
at the time his intuition was to leave India. "I had to leave
the poison of comfort," he rationalizes and adds, "The beauty
of being sixteen is that you think you can take on the world
and sometimes you’re right."

After obtaining his associated arts degree, he moved
north to attend Parsons School of Design, a world-renowned
institution in the Big Apple. Jon majored in both fashion
design and communication design and also began to experi-
ment with jewelry making, which is a passion he continues
to this day.

Those who know of Jon’s work praise his balance
of the traditional with the new. Fashion critics immediately

Obviously he’s making use of his heritage
and his background, but it’s still done in a
very modern, kind of western, hip way.
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recognize his South Asian-influence, yet they maintain that
his designs are meshed with trendy, urban elements.

"Anand Jon shows the extravagance of rich colors,
patterns, fabrics and all that represents...the east," said Elsa
Klensch of CNN Style. His apparel has been described as
"edgy" by the Miami Herald. And the London Daily Tele-
graph reported, "Obviously he’s making use of his heritage
and his background, but it’s still done in a very modern,
kind of western, hip way." Jon himself is the first one to
admit his dual-cultural influence. "I meditate at night and
when I wake up, I check my e-mail" he has been quoted as
saying.

Although the designer has only been living in the
United States for 10 years and claims he is in some ways
still "FOB: fresh off the boat," there is however no mistaken
the passion Jon has for his new hometown: New York.

"India will always be my motherland; I connect with
the land and the ancient culture of India tremendously, but
I didn’t necessarily feel at home there. I feel more at home
in New York," he states, adding that he never really con-
nected with his peers back in India. In fact, he claims that
his "teen years were a bit odd."

Jon may not have the best of memories in terms of
interacting with other youngsters in his homeland, but those
negative awkward moments took on a new positive light
when he returned to India this year to judge the "Miss In-
dia" beauty pageant. When questioned about his return, Jon
smirks and says, "T'alk about anti-climax of the protocol son!
It was wonderful. I'm a huge Tirupathi devotee and it’s
almost a partnership we have with this deity, so that’s one
of the first places I went to."

Back in America, Jon sees the impact South Asians
have had on mainstream society and when discussing this
topic, he remarks: "I think without a doubt we have assimi-
lated and have dexterity in the culture." Jon may be young,
but as his former teacher once said, he is "ahead of his time."
His passion and the intensity of his emotions are evident
not only in his clothing, but also in his philosophical out-
look. At first he says his collections are a tribute to life and
death, but then he adds that above all unrequited love is
what fuels his creativity. "When an artist hasn’t found his
counterpart it’s very inspiring for people like me," he ad-
mits. "As dark as this may sound, it forces us to create and to
capture our essence into different mediums."

He may still be searching for his soul mate, but
one thing that Jon has found is success. Many are betting
high on this couturier. Oprah Winfrey chose Jon as one of
the top 10 looks of the millennium. He was also selected
among the top 21 Asians to watch out for in the 21st cen-
tury by A Magazine. "He has really come far as a designer
over the past three years," Rocky Aoki, owner of Benihanna

"I think success started the day I was
born. It was like, ‘Hey, I made it!™"
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and Haru Restaurants, said in an interview last year. "To
me his story is the American dream, I think he’s really go-
ing to make it big."

On his part, Jon views success as a "weird beast."
Upon further examination on his triumph in fashion world,
he reveals, "I think success started the day I was born. It
was like, ‘Hey, I made it!"" He laughs robustly and adds,
"It’s little things that add up." Contrary to what his fans and
clients may think, his initial collections did not receive rave
reviews -- in fact, he says no one really attended his pre-
miere. Yet he did not give up, on the contrary he says that’s
when he knew he had found his niche!

"There are signs in life. And my personal pattern
has been that if I find something that is important to me,
[in] the first step there is a lot of resistance. My spiritual
truth is that when there is a lot of energy somewhere for
you, there is what we call a lot of blockage that you have to
overcome. Because after that you’re in -- it’s freefalling."

In the future, Jon says, he may return to his first
artistic loves: painting and sculpture. But he stresses that
he will find a way to balance those mediums with his ap-
parel business: "It doesn’t mean I have to give up fashion, it
just means that I have to have better time management."
It just may be that Anand Jon is getting used to the idea of
being a fashion designer after all. 3
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American evangelist Joseph W. Cooper was beaten up by RSS
workers when he was returning from a meeting of
Pentecostals in Kerala.

by A. J. PHILIP

“We want missionaries of
Christ. Let such come to India by the
hundreds and thousands and bring
Christ’s life to us, and let it permeate
the very core of society. Let Him be
preached in every village and corner of
India.”

"This is what Swami Vivekan-
anda said during his visit to the United
States as mentioned in an editorial in
the Detroit Evening News on August
28, 1894. Readers who would like to
read the full editorial can find it in
Swami Vivekananda In Contemporary
Indian News (1893-1902) - Volume 1
published by the Ramakrishna Mission
Institute of Culture, Kolkata. Hundred
and nine years after the Swami’s ex-
hortation to Christian missionaries to
come to India, an evangelist from the
US was not only beaten up but also or-
dered to leave the country even before
he could recuperate his health. What’s
worse, the perpetrators of the ghastly
incident are the ones who are never
tired of quoting the Swami to justify
their version of Hinduism.

American evangelist Joseph
W. Cooper was beaten up by RSS
workers when he was returning from a
meeting of Pentecostals at Kilimanoor
in Thiruvananthapuram district in
Kerala. The RSS leadership in the state
promptly denied that their organization
was involved in the attack though the
attackers belonged to the RSS. We
could have given the RSS the benefit
of the doubt, if they had left the mat-
ter at that. Instead, they mounted a
campaign to have the arrested RSS
workers released while leveling all
kinds of allegations against the mission-
ary from proselytizing to denigrating
the Hindu religion.

So successful were the RSS
men in their campaign that the A.K.

Antony government succumbed to
their tactics and asked the evangelist
to leave the country within a short pe-
riod. The police were not even pre-
pared to check with the doctors of the
Kerala Institute of Medical Sciences
where Cooper was admitted whether
he was in a proper condition to take the
long flight back to the US. In the end,
he had to leave the country with one
of his hands still in bandage. Antony’s
police behaved as if the heavens would
have fallen and the ancient Hindu re-
ligion would have been in peril if he
had stayed in the hospital till his
wounds were fully healed.

The District Superintendent
of Police who ordered Cooper to leave
the country claimed that he had vio-
lated the visa rules. The tourist visa
under which he was allowed to travel
in the country did not permit him to
“preach”. So what kind of visa should
he have obtained before he could have
legally “preached”? As it is, the Gov-
ernment of India gives five kinds of
visas to foreigners visiting the country.

fices of influential people like former
Union Minister P.J. Kurien”. The rule
prohibiting foreigners from “preach-
ing” was introduced in 1995. Butin the
case of Cooper, what was he doing? He
was speaking at a meeting of the Pen-
tecostal Church to which he belongs.
In other words, he was only addressing
his own people who are all converted
or, to use the evangelical expression,
“born again”. By no stretch of the
imagination can it be called “preach-
ing” and a serious violation of the law
inviting summary deportation from the
country. In any case, Cooper had a valid
visa and had been visiting the country
quite often.

The police action appeared to
be aimed at pleasing the RSS and the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad leaders, who
had been demanding even the arrest
of the evangelist. One of them, Kumma
nam Rajasekharan, even claimed that
it was under the orders of the Union
Home Ministry that the state police
had served the “quit” notice on Coo-
per. The campaign against Cooper’s
presence proved beyond a shadow of
doubt that the attack was engineered
with a clear political motive. All this
was nothing surprising from organiza-
tions, which take pride in killing nearly
2,000 Muslims in Gujarat and winning
an election on a vicious hate campaign.

But what was surprising was
the clean chit Union Minister O.
Rajagopal gave to those who attacked

Cooper was only addressing his own people who are
all converted or, to use the evangelical expression,
“born again”.

They are 1) Transit visa for those who
are passing through India to some other
country; 2) Tourist/entry/business visa
for six months; 3) Tourist/other/busi-
ness visa for one year; 4) Tourist/other/
business visa for more than one year
and 5) Student visa. The fact is none
of these visas permit a visitor to
“preach” in the country.

So how do the foreigners who
preach at the famous Maramon Con-
vention manage to do so? They take a
special permission from the External
Affairs Ministry through the “good of-

Cooper. He said the people were forced
to take action because the police were
inactive. The minister had forgotten
that he had taken an oath to adhere to
the Constitution in both letter and
spirit. Under the Constitution, what
should prevail in the country is the rule
of law, which does not permit RSS cad-
res to take the law into their own hands.
Rajagopal was worried about the viola-
tion of the visa rules by Cooper. But
does he remember that it is through a
clear violation of the rules that he con-
tinues as a minister in the Vajpayee
JAALAKAM
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government?

Under the Constitution, a
Rajya Sabha member should “ordi-
narily be a resident” of the state from
which he is elected to the Upper
House. He has to give an affidavit to
that effect when he is elected. Can
Rajagopal hold the Bhagavat Gita in his
hands and say that he is “ordinarily a
resident” of Madhya Pradesh from
where he was elected to the Rajya
Sabha? To be fair to him, he is not the
only violator of this rule. He has an
excellent companion in Arun Shourie,
who was elected from Uttar Pradesh,
though he has always lived in one of
the posh localities of New Delhi. Per-
haps, Rajagopal was making the point
that while the votaries of Hindutva
were above the law, foreigners like
Cooper should strictly follow the rules.

Rajagopal is a great follower of
Mata Amritanandamayi or ‘Mother of
Immortal Bliss’. He can even take
credit for bringing her to Delhi and in-
troducing her to the rulers of the time.
I still remember the public reception
the then Delhi Chief Minister had or-
ganized for her in March 1997. Since
then she has been visiting the Capital
at least once a year. There is nothing
wrong about it. Why I mention ‘Amma’
as she is popularly called here is to
make a contrast. When I read about the
Kerala police serving a notice on Coo-
per, I remembered how the New York
police treated “Amma”.

Centuries before Swami Vivekananda exhorted Hindus to
send their own missionaries to every corner of the world,
people from India had traveled to far-off places to spread

their religion.

Readers would recall that Giuliani be-
came more famous following the Sep-
tember 11, 2001 incident, when he
gave exemplary leadership to the city
to cope with its aftereffects.

Judith Cornell, who has writ-
ten the biography of Mata Amrit
anandamayi, titled Amma: A Living
Saint (Penguin), begins her book with
“Amma’s” encounter with the New
York police. “Police officers William La
Pough and Juan Colon were driving
their unmarked patrol car through Cen-
tral Park at 12.45 a.m. They found the
park, like the tepid night air, to be quiet
and tranquil. As they drove up Central
Park West and passed the Museum of
Natural History, they saw a large group
of shoeless people dressed in white
who were congregating outside the
Universalist Church on the corner of
West Seventy-sixth street. In New
York this can only mean one thing:
homeless people, so the officers de-
cided to stop.

“What’s going on?” they ask
ed the people who were standing out
side the church. “The people ex-
plained that Amma, a greatly respected
saint from a poor remote village in
southern India, was in New York City

There are hundreds of Indian swamis and
gurus who visit the Western countries, set up
ashrams or collect funds all in the name of
“spirituality”.

At that time New York city
was being led by Mayor Rudolph
Giuliani, a Catholic school-bred Re-
publican politician who gained a repu-
tation for cracking down on anything
resembling deviant behavior, and giv-
ing broad license to the police to be the
same way. Rescuing New York City
from the criminals was good politics,
and the law of the land essentially be-
came arrest first, ask questions later.
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as part of her yearly world tour to the
United States. “As a way of blessing
people, Amma gives hugs of uncondi-
tional love. In the last three days she
has given thousands of hugs to people
coming to this Universalist Church”,
one man told them.

“William and Juan stepped
into a mass of people jammed into a
church too small to hold them. Once
inside, they heard the melodious and

joyful sounds of sacred South Indian
chants - chants composed by Amma
herself.” New York Times reporter
Corey Kilgannon, who was present at
the meeting, had this to say about the
arrival of the police: “My heart raced
as I wondered if New York’s Finest
were actually going to handcuff the
“Hugging Saint”. Had the year’s most
bizarre news story suddenly fallen into
my lap? Maybe a hug from Amma was
paying early dividends for this ambi-
tious, young reporter”. But the offic-
ers never reached for the cuffs. Instead,
they kneeled down before Amma, who,
dressed in her silver crown and white
sari, smiled broadly and pulled the
burly officers to her chest and whis-
pered her blessings into their ears. As
it turned out, it wasn’t these cops’ first
brush with spirituality. Officer La
Pough met Mother Teresa during a
New York visit, and officer Colon
guarded the Pope in 1995.

The point is they could have
asked “Amma” whether she had the
requisite “visa” to preach. Alterna-
tively, they could have asked them to
disperse for a meeting at that time was
not permissible. But nothing of the
kind happened. “Amma’s” is not a soli-
tary case. There are hundreds of Indian
swamis and gurus who visit the West-
ern countries, set up ashrams or collect
funds all in the name of “spirituality”.
Here it would be pertinent to quote
from an editorial in The Hindu (De-
cember 18, 1896): “SwamiVivekananda
is reported to have written to a friend
in Madras that “his interests are inter-
national and not Indian alone”. To ad-
vance these international interests, it
is the intention of the Swami to estab-
lish two centres of missionary training
in India, one in Calcutta, and the other
in Madras, first Calcutta being the
scene of Sri Ramakrishna’s work, and
Madras afterwards... At these and other
centres that may be established in
course of time, it is proposed to train



Hindu missionaries and send them to
different parts of the world to preach
the truths of Hindu religion.

“From these two points, the
Swami says, “we will invade not only
India but (the first duty) send our
bands of preachers to every country in
the world”. This is a noble mission and
this will appeal with telling force to the
national pride of the Hindus.” The edi-
torial endorsed the Swami’s program
and appealed to the readers to contrib-
ute to the cause. The Rama krishna
Mission is not the only Hindu order,
which sends its missionaries to the
West. Even the VHP takes pride in
mentioning the number of branches it
has outside India.

Centuries before Swami Vive
kananda exhorted Hindus to send their
own missionaries to every corner of the
world, people from India had traveled
to far-off places to spread their religion.
“Tradition unanimously ascribes the
conversion of Ceylon to Mahendra (in
Pali, Mahinda), the son or in some
sources the brother, of Asoka, who had
become a Buddhist monk. Though the
relationship of the apostle of Ceylon
to Asoka is very doubtful, there can be
no doubt of his historicity, or of that of
King Devanampiya Tissa, his first con-
vert.

“By this time, a few Indian
merchants had probably found their
way to Malaya, Sumatra, and other parts
of Southeast Asia. Gradually they es-
tablished permanent settlements, of-
ten, no doubt, marrying native women.
They were followed by Brahmans and
Buddhist monks, and Indian influence
gradually leavened the indigenous cul-
ture, until, by the 4th century AD, San-
skrit was the official language of the
region, and there arose great civiliza-
tions, capable of organizing large mari-
time empires, and of building such
wonderful memorials to their greatness
as the Buddhist stupa of Borobodur in
Java, or the Saivite temples of Angkor
in Cambodia. Other cultural influ-
ences, from China and the Islamic
world, were felt in Southeast Asia, but
the primary impetus to civilization
came from India.” (The Wonder That
Was India by A.LL.. Basham).

How many of these mission-
aries had obtained the right visa when
they traveled to those countries? The
poet’s poet Rabindranath Tagore was
invited to deliver the Hibbert Lectures
at Oxford in 1930. On his lectures, the
Manchester Guardian commented, “no
series of the Hibbert Lecture has
aroused more public interest than the
present one.” The series, titled The
Religion of Man (Rupa) was an exten-
sive and commanding exposition of
Tagore’s understanding of the mean-
ing and significance of religion in the
cultural history of man. Some Christian
organizations could have at that time
accused him of “preaching” Hindu re-
ligion by misusing the provisions of the
visa regime and the British Police could
have asked him to return to India in
three days.

In the marketplace of spiritu-
ality, every religion should have the
freedom to propagate its doctrine. At a
time when his supporters were hound-
ing out Cooper, Deputy Prime Minis-
ter L.K. Advani, was busy telling the
authorities in Qatar the need for reli-
gious freedom in that country. Maybe
Advani had obtained prior permission
to “preach” the virtues of religious free-
dom to his counterparts in the Arabian
Kingdom that currently heads the Or-
ganization of Islamic Countries (OIC).
Anjali Modi of The Hindu who accom-
panied Advani on this trip has quoted
the minister as saying, “Allowing the
freedom to choose was the hallmark of
Civilization” (January 23). Perhaps,

Advani could not have put it better.

But how does this square with
his colleague O. Rajagopal’s demand
that there should be a Freedom of Re-
ligion Bill in Kerala like the one Tamil
Nadu has recently enacted? (It is the
height of ecuphemism to call it the Free-
dom of Religion Bill!) Rajagopal’s is
not an empty threat as Gujarat Chief
Minister Narendra Modi has already
asked his officers to prepare a draft Bill
to be presented in the next session of
the Legislative Assembly.

There is no guarantee that if
the Sangh Parivar pursues the program
in right earnest, A.K. Antony will not
succumb to the pressures. It would be
in the fitness of things if India secks a
patent on “preaching” so that the
Advanis and Ammas can preach all over
the world and we can send back guests
like Cooper. What a pity Cooper had
to undergo so much trouble in a coun-
try, which believes in the concept of
athithi devo bhava (guests are like
gods). The Advanis and Rajagopals will
do well to remember Manu’s stern
warning: “If the King did not inflict
punishment untiringly on evil-doers,
the stronger would roast the weaker,
like fish upon a spit.” This has hap-
pened in Gujarat and it will happen in
Kerala. 3

AJ. Philip is Director, Pratichi (India)
Trust, of which the Chairman is Nobel-
laureate Dr Amartya Sen. He was until
recently Senior Editor in charge of the
editorial page of the Indian Express.

Kerala Government bans preaching

by foreign missionaries
The Kerala Chief Minister, A. K. Antony, told the Assembly on Janu-
ary 31 that his government would take "strict action" against foreign mission-
aries coming to Kerala on tourist visa and engaging in religious preaching.
Terming it as "illegal", he said : "we are dutibound to prevent religious preach-
ing by those missionaries in violation of the existing law". According to Antony
those who come for missionary work should have proper visa for that pur-

pose.

He was replying to a submission moved by Raju Abraham of CPI-M,
on the recent attack on Pentacost churches at Bathery and Pallipad in Wayanad
and Alappuzha districts respectively.Notably, Antony avoided answering to
the member’s query whether the Government had probed on the visa status
of those foreigners who stay for longer periods in Hindu religious Mutt like
that of Mata Amrithanandamayi at Vallikavu in Kollam district.
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Mira Nair ventures
into American TV

Oscar-nominated Indian film-
maker Mira Nair is hoping to give
Americans a glimpse of Indian culture
through a comedy series she’s devel-
oping with Carsey-Werner-Manda
bach(CWM) for ABC television.

Nair, whose credits include "Sa-
laam Bombay (1988), Mississippi
Masala (1991), Kama Sutra: A Tale of
Love (1997) and most recently "Mon-
soon Wedding" (2001), has signed with
CWM to develop an untitled project
revolving around an upper-middle-
class Punjabi family that runs a chain
of motels in New Jersey.

Nair will produce the project and
direct the pilot. One of the central
themes of the show will be the clash of
cultures between the parents, who re-
located from India about 20 years be-
fore, and their Americanized children,
an 11-year-old son and a college-age
daughter.

Air-India introduces
service to New Jersey

Air-India launched its thrice-
weekly services to Newark in New Jer-
sey, USA from Paris in December,
2002. The Indian national carrier,
which currently operates three termi-
nator services between Paris and
Mumbai-Delhi, will now operate
flights to Newark from Paris on Tues-
days, Thursdays and Saturdays and to
Mumbai on Wednesdays, Fridays and
Sundays.

US- NRI
donates Rs 4 million to
his school in India

According to news report in India, US-
based NRI Darshan Singh Dhali wal
has donated a sum of Rs 4 million to
his old school in Punjab. Mr. Dhali wal
was reported saying that he had do-
nated the money for furthering infra-
structure facilities in the school -
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Punjab Public School, Nabha, in
Patiala district, 100 km from Cha-
ndigarh.

The report added that Wiscon-
sin-based Dhaliwal, a native of Rakhra
village near Nabha, migrated to the US
in the 1970s and now owns a chain of
gas stations and stores. The report
noted that he also gave Rs 500,000 for
the Old Nabhaites Association formed
by former students of the school.

The report further noted that Mr.
Dhaliwal made special arrangements
with University of Wisconsin for pro-
viding higher education to deserving
students of his old school. The report
added that he has established a chair
in memory of his late father, Subedar
Kartar Singh Dhaliwal, at the univer-
sity, and the varsity had fixed a quota
of non-resident Tuition Remission
(NRTR) for the students of Indian ori-

gin.

India: Largest
contributor of students
to US universities

India has become the largest con-
tributor of students to the American
Universities and colleges replacing
China which led the foreign enrol-
ments for much of the last decades, ac-
cording to media reports based on the
new IIE report. The report, released
by the Institute of International Edu-
cation (IIE) shows that more than
67,000 Indians are currently enrolled
in the institutions of higher learning
with Chinese closely following with
63,000.

ITE chief Alan Goodman was
quoted as saying "We tend to forget
that India is as large and developed as
it is and therefore has a huge middle
class that values education highly."
Also, Jane Schukoske, executive direc-
tor of the US Educational Foundation
in India, was quoted as saying "The US
is seen as as an educational destination
that builds a strong base for careers.
Students who do not gain admission to
India’s premier institutions see the US
as an alternative..."

Indian students interested in US
higher education have been unde-
terred by Sept 11 terror attacks. The
enrolment from Pakistan, Saudi Arabia,
Indonesia and United Arab Emirates
fell steeply and there was considerable
fall in students coming from Egypt,
Malaysia and Kuwait. The number of
Indian students, who see the United
States as a major destination for edu-
cation to improve their caree r pros-
pects, increased by 22 per cent last year
against overal | rise of 6.4 per cent in
the foreign enrolments.

Reliance to invest 10
billion rupees in Kerala

Reliance group, the country’s
largest business conglomerate, plans to
invest over 10 billion rupees in Kerala
in setting up telecoms and oil retail
outlets, its chairman said on Saturday.

"Reliance has been the largest
private sector investor in the state of
Kerala and in the next three years we
expect to invest a cumulative of over
10 billion rupees ($209 million),"
Mukesh Ambani told a global inves-
tors’ meet in the state.

He said Reliance Infocomm Ltd,
which is rolling out a nation-wide lim-
ited radius mobile phone network, will
set up 50 retail web stores in the state
to display its broadband technology.

"It will boost travel, tourism, tele-
medicine and distance education. Re-
liance Infocomm will create thousands
of entreprenecurs in the state," Ambani
told an audience, which included
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee.

Industrial investment has shied
away from Kerala owing to years of
labour unrest although its beaches and
network of rivers make it a popular
tourist destination. 3



