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“David said over the phone... It’s brilliant! And I just broke
down. Through this book, | was actually unfolding part of
my life that even my very near ones were not aware of.
When Zubin, my son read it, he was like ‘Mum, you went
through all that and | had no clue’. The aim of my book is
to be able to humanize conflict, to be able to look at
emotions and not simply intellectualize war and violence.”

That is pure Anita Pratap. A woman, a single mother, a
correspondent who has often been heard to say, ‘I have
lived life according to my own dictates.” And David is of
course, David Davidar, the top boss of Penguin India and
an author himself. The book is Island of Blood, Pratap’s
masterly reminiscences while covering the Sri Lankan and
other wars. Anita Pratap has seen and felt a lot. As a corre-
spondent for Sunday magazine, she went to Sri Lanka to
cover what was then an ethnic strife.

Over the years, the strife graduated into full-scale war and
Anita excelled in reporting from the frontlines. She saw
deaths -- many heroics -- of young girls and boys, barely in
their teens and she heard their cries of pain. She swallowed
all that, putting up a brave front. All that she was bothered
about then was her deadlines. In between, she changed
jobs: from reporting for Time to anchoring for CNIN.. An
early unhappy marriage had left her a single mother. So the
immediate need was to settle her son. Once her son grew
up and was ready to enter college, Anita fell in love.

Before long, she found marital bliss with her marriage to
Norwegian diplomat Arne Walther. It was, perhaps, too
much happiness that brought back memories of her painful
war years. One fine day while looking through the window
at the placid scene of a maple tree in blossom in Oslo, the
visions of those days in Sri Lanka came back. Island Of
Blood was born. “I finally realized that | needed to let it all
out. | have come at close quarters with some of the most
horrific scenes of life as a war correspondent... The book has
been in the offing since 1987. Finally, I thought I had the
peace to write it. | went to my parent’s place in Kerala and
that is where | completed it,”” said Anita at the launch of the
book. Anita candidly admitted that she had buried all that
pain and suffering deep inside her. In fact, she recalled that
when David Davidar talked to her on the telephone to tell
her how wonderful the book (still in its manuscript stage)
was, the battle-hardened reporter was in tears. That is why
at the launching of the book, she declared that she was "not

going to read out excerpts as is generally done on such
occasions. A book is all about a relationship that develops
gradually between an author and a reader. It cannot be
shared by a number of people simultaneously," said Anita.
That she wanted her personal experiences to be part of a
relationship can be seen from her description of events and
happenings. Many of them bring tears to the eyes. How-
ever, the day a Tamil Tigress died in front of her, Anita was
too numb to cry. The Tigress was the ‘heroine’ of a LTTE
suicide attack which took place at Elephant Pass.

LTTE guerrillas told her how Sri Lankan soldiers had
started firing at an armored bulldozer that was coming
towards them. The bulldozer did not stop; it trundled along
as if it was on autopilot. The book goes on: "The autopilot
turned out to be a Tigress. She was a bloodied mess. Both
her arms had been blown away; bullets had ripped out her
cheeks. She could not have been more than 15 years old.
She was still conscious."She did not scream, just moaned
softly.

Wimalaratne (Sri Lankan brigadier), tried to pour a few
drops of water into her parched mouth. The dying girl
reacted with ferocity. Her eyes were suddenly focused and
she spat out the drops... She was dying, but she would not
take water from a Sri Lankan soldier! "With her final breath,
this fatally wounded Tigress called out, not to her mother,
not to her father, not even to God, but to ‘Annae, Annae'(a
term of endearment for elder brother, as Sri Lankan Tamil
guerrilla leader Velupillai Prabhakaran is widely called).”

It is Prabhakaran, however, who hogs a lot of attention in
Anita’s book. She was "speechless with disappointment” at
their first meeting because “he was short, stocky and
ordinary -- indistinguishable from a million other Tamil
men; he might have been just another businessman or
government employee”. It was only when the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Elam(LTTE) leader softly introduced
himself in Tamil, "Naan thaan Prabhakaran (I am
Prabhakaran)" that Anita believed him.

Island of Blood is peppered with anecdotes and some of
them involve Anita herself. The most fascinating -- and
daring -- is about a 1987 interview with Prabhakaran at New
Delhi's Ashoka Hotel where had to masquerade as a
housekeeping staff to get past the security barriers.

On yet another occasion, Anita trudged through the thick
jungles of northern Sri Lanka, when journalists were
banned by the Indian army from visiting the Tiger strong-
hold of Jaffna.

In a newstory about the launch of her book, Anita is re-
ferred to as a nomad. She has more qualities than the
impermanence of a nomadic lifestyle. She is blessed with
the unique quality to appreciate the ordinary and experi-
ence the greatness of life’s little treasures. And it is this that
has helped her see the bigger picture of life.

A restless lady, besides writing, Anita is also involved in
making documentaries. As she confessed to a reporter, “‘I
can never sit idle. | need to be moving to feel the real self.”

——
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FTER months of sabre-rattling and

tension that created fears of a
nuclear holocaust, the Atal Behari
Vajpayee government it appears is now
adopting a softer posture against Paki-
stan. This despite a recent terror attack
in Kasim Nagar in Jammu in which over
20 people who were listening to a cricket
match were killed.

In May, soon after a terrorist attack in
Kaluchak where 30 persons including
women and children belonging to fami-
lies of troops were killed, Prime Minis-
ter Vajpayee had said in a speech to be
“prepared for sacrifices...It’s now time
for a decisive fight”. That had sent the
world into a tizzy. This time, however,
India did not blame Pakistan directly for
the Kasim Nagar killings saying it
needed more evidence. The Deputy
Prime Minister L K Advani backed it up
by saying that the world needed to put
more pressure on Pakistan to stop mili-
tants from crossing the Line of Control
into India-held Kashmir.

With over a million Indian and Pakistani
troops facing each other across the bor-
ders, the Indian stance of going soft on
Pakistan comes as a mystery. According
to foreign policy analysts, the change in
India’s approach is not due to pressure
from US and Britain but because the
elections to the Jammu and Kashmir As-
sembly is coming up.

India does not wish to take any military
steps against Pakistan at this moment
because it wishes the world to see that a
normal political process is revived
in J &K. The mid-October elec-
tions are critical since it will give
legitimacy to the Indian stand that
Kashmir is an integral part of the
country. As former Foreign Secre-
tary J N Dixit put it: “India wants
to affirm to the world Jammu and
Kashmir is an Indian state despite
everyone saying it's disputed.”
That is perhaps why even defence ana-
lysts are saying that India’s soft stance
at this point of time makes more sense
than responding fire with more fire. That
would certainly shift the attention of the
people — and the world — from the elec-
tions. Kashmir-watchers believe that the
rigged elections 15 years ago brought in
the demand for separation from India
and subsequent militancy. This time
around, the government has promised
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that the elections would be free and fair.

The elections issue apart, India has done
whatever it can diplomatically to bring
to the notice of the world that the coun-
try has been — and continues to be — a
victim of terrorism. With the Atal Behari
Vajpayee government’s intention to get
on with the polls in Jammu and Kash-
mir, diplomatically at least India can
force the Americans and British to exert
pressure on Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf to deliver on his promises to
stop cross-border terrorism. In his recent
meeting with British Foreign Secretary
Jack Straw, the Indian External Affairs
Minister Yashwant Sinha did some plain
speaking and held forth that India would
not pull back its troops from the border.

Leaving aside diplomatic moves, Kash-
mir has, over the last few months, held
centre-stage. This time the RSS and the
BJP have gone public over the division
of Kashmir. The RSS being the mother
organization, it is the BJP, which invari-
ably falls in line every time to its wishes.
It is indeed surprising that the RSS and
the BJP should be taking a diametrically
opposite stand on the issue of the trifur-
cation of the State of Jammu and Kash-
mir. For quite some time now, the RSS
has been demanding the division of J &
K on communal lines into three sepa-
rate administrative parts. The RSS,ina
recent meeting, demanded that Jammu
and Ladakh be given separate statehood
status. The idea is that this sort of a di-
vision would isolate the Kashmir valley,
widely believed to be the nursery of Is-

Notes

lamic separatists. The trifurcation would
give some sort of a guarantee for peace
and normalcy in the two regions. Thou-
gh the division could well preserve the
ethno-religious identity of Ladakh (Bud-
dhist) and Jammu (Hindu), it will be a
short-term measure; for it is likely to
send a signal to the entire country that
people of different religions cannot live
together in peace in India. And worse
still, the separation of Kashmir from

Jammu will give Pakistan-based mili-
tants the freedom to do as they please.
The separation will play into the hands
of the secessionists who want Kashmir
for Pakistan. The division would be an
admission by India of the failure of secu-
larism.

On the other hand, it is the hype for the
same secular credentials that saw the
election of noted scientist A P J Abdul
Kalam as the President of India. The
choice of a candidate from a minority
community for President saw much con-
fusion and bickering in the initial stages
between the BJP-led National Demo-
cratic Alliance allies and the main Op-
position party, the Congress. Even
though the NDA and the Congress and
some other Opposition parties agreed to
Kalam’s candidature, it was not a unani-
mous choice. The Leftists put up their
own candidate, Ms Lakshmi Sehgal, a
one-time colonel in the short-lived In-
dian National Army led by Subhas
Chandra Bose, who incidentally got
quite a few votes but nowhere near the
number Kalam gathered.

If the Presidential election passed off on
expected lines with the ruling alliance
and the main opposition parties agree-
ing to the candidate, a lot of heat and
dust is expected with the resignation of
Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra Modi
and his call for early elections in the state.
The state witnessed sectarian rioting and
violence for quite a few months, caused
primarily by rightist Hindu organizations
with close links to Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee’s Bharatiya Janata Party
and its mother organization, the Rashtr-
iya Swayam Sevak Sangh (RSS). Itis the
general belief in rightist Hindu circles
that holding an election soon after the
rioting — which has caused a division
among the dominant Hindu majority and
Muslims — would benefit the BJP. It is
almost certain that the Congress led by
Sonia Gandhi, which is well known for
its avowed secular credentials, will op-
pose the move to hold early elections in
the state. Inaddition, in a parallel move,
a forum of eminent citizens led by
former Prime Minister | K Gujral, met
the chief election commissioner (respon-
sible for the conduct of elections in the
whole country) to tell him that elections
should not be held till law and order is
restored in the state.

[Jaalakam News Bureau]



By Rebecca Karamehmedovic

ixed marriage. Interracial marriage. Multicultural

marriage. No matter what they’re called today, they
make up an increasingly large portion of families in the US.
In-fact, the number of interracial marriages has tripled in
the last 15 years.

To many, a mixed marriage is as simple as Black and White,
literally, but in the 21st century it gets much more compli-
cated. Mixed can mean that the partners have different
nationalities, skin tones, religions or even similar origins,
but different cultures.

Society as a whole, not just overprotective parents, often has
problems accepting interracial marriages. In fact, as recent
as 1967, they were outlawed in 16 states. In Loving vs. the
state of Virginia, a judge actually declared that “Almighty
God created the races...and He placed them on separate
continents,” as an argument against such unions.

Despite such strict practices, mixed marriages, especially
amongst Indian immigrants have been a long-standing
practice. In the 1900’s many Sikh farmers immigrated to
the States, leaving their families behind in India. Loneli-
ness along with a desire to raise a family, led many of these
immigrants to marry the local and Mexican women in
California and Texas. As the years progressed, a wave of
Indian students in the 1960’s, again without their families,
married the locals or other immigrants whom they met on
their college campuses or in their first jobs.

On the other hand, many of today’s Indian parents worst
fear is that their children will marry outside of the commu-
nity. American born Indians, and other immigrants, are
often forced to defy their traditional family, culture and
religion.

So let's say that we do manage to make it past the protests
of our relations, we still have to deal with the rest of society.
While an

unaccepting relative may be a horrible feeling, it is often
possible to completely avoid or work through such situa-
tions. As strange as it may seem, the greater of the two evils
can be the unapproving looks and words from everyday
passersby or social groups.

When Gauri Ambegaonkar was dating an African American,
he felt perfectly comfortable attending local Maharashtrian
functions and weddings. On the other hand, she had the

distinct feeling that she was being left out, that other
parents were thinking, “I’m glad that MY daughter is seeing
an Indian.”

Kevin Armstrong, the product of an American and Egyptian
union, jokingly declares, “Interracial marriage is like a fish
swimming upstream.” Actually, he may not be far off, a fish
out of water is exactly how many immigrants or mixed
partners feel.

In any marriage, there is a typical give and take, and even in
these changing times it is often the wife who does most of
the giving. When it comes to a marriage where cultures,
traditions and values vary, this give and take becomes even
more prominent and valuable to the relationship.

“Changing citizenship is easy, swapping cultures is not,”
says Bharati Mukherjee, an author who experienced culture
shock when she married her American husband over 30
years ago. Mukherjee is well aware of the difficulties and
rewards that come when combining cultures, but it may be
her Western husband who is having the harder time.

“Can a person from an alien culture infiltrate the tightly
knit Indian extended family?”” wonders Lavina Melwani, a
contributor to Little India magazine. Indian families are
known to be quite involved with each other’s lives. It can
be quite an intimidating experience to have grandparents or
great-grandparents as permanent installation in ones home.

Even if the spouse feels excepted into a community or
family, language barriers can prohibit the development of
interpersonal relationships. A wife may not be able to have
as close and loving a relationship with her Gujarati speaking
in-laws as if they spoke Italian like her.

As a product of and a participant in these so-called non-
traditional marriages, | have some first hand knowledge
regarding the daily conquests and triumphs. As | said, there
is a definite give and take that can become intensified
because of differences. Religion is often one of the most
inflammatory differences.

To use my own family has an example of this religious
dichotomy, my parents are Hindu and Catholic, and my In-
laws are Muslim and Catholic. This leaves us with a myriad
of questions on what to teach our own children.
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Shikha Malaviya of Hinduism Today offers some sound
advice, “Though we have no daily religion regimen, we
help our children experience various religious and cultural
celebrations to enrich their lives.” She, along with many
parents, worries about the categorization of her multi-ethnic
children.

Alan Karamehmedovic, a naturalized American who arrived
as a refugee from Bosnhia, has thoughts on his future chil-
dren. While both parents have a desire to teach their own
culture, he affirms that, “No Matter what, we both want one
thing. We want to let them choose their own path, religion,
and culture, and most importantly, to respect the path
chosen by others.”

When a family of blended origins walks down the street,
what uncertainties run through the minds of onlookers? Do
they wonder what HE is doing with HER, and what in the
world they have in common? Are the questions as complex
as who will decide their fate? Or, as simple as what do they
eat at home?

They come from two different worlds, and their marriage
will never last,” is and argument often used. But, in reality,
this can be used to describe any relationship. No matter the
differences between partners, everything depends on
mutual respect for each other’s cultures. It’s Love that
maters. 3
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